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It was a Fall to Remember
November and
December gave us
more than our fair
share of wet and
windy weather.

Electric utilities across
the Pacific Northwest
scrambled several times
to restore power to over a million customers who lost
service due to damage caused by high winds. The biggest
storm hit Cowlitz County with 60 mile-per-hour wind
gusts on December 14. About 11,000 Cowlitz PUD
customers lost power – some for an hour and some for
more than a day. 

Our line crews worked 36 consecutive hours in one
stretch to get the lights back on. They were joined by
dispatchers, electricians, engineers, office workers,
supervisors and other support staff in that effort. Cowlitz
PUD was among the first utilities in Western Washington
and Oregon to restore power back to all customers.
Everyone we serve had their lights on by mid-afternoon
on Saturday, December 16. 

Once all power was restored in Cowlitz County, some
members of our line crews traveled to Mason County,
Lewis County and to Vernonia, OR, to assist with outage
restoration efforts. Many Northwest electric customers
lived without electricity for a week and some were out
until Christmas.

The storm that raised such havoc across the region also
hit us hard here in Cowlitz County. So why was the

power restored here so quickly compared to a lot of other
places? We give the credit to those planning, building and
maintaining our system – past and present.

For years Cowlitz PUD has put great effort into designing
and building an electrical system that is flexible and as
storm-resistant as humanly possible. Over 60 percent of
our electrical distribution lines are now underground.
And we have made tree trimming a priority for the last
few years, utilizing two or three contract crews year-round
to trim back trees and limbs that are potential problems.

Our priority is to keep the lights on
If the lights go out, then our priority changes to getting
them back on as soon as possible. We commend our
employees who battled the nasty weather to get the lights
back on this fall. 

If you lost electricity at anytime, we thank you for your
patience. During the big outages it takes a little longer to
answer all the phone calls and to respond as fast as you
would probably like us to.  We appreciated your phone
calls, letters and emails to thank us.

Whether you live in town or in the country, please always
stay prepared for the lights to go out. To make your
emergency plans, start with a visit to www.cowlitzpud.org
and review our electrical safety links.
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